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While you are planning your next move, it’s worth taking some 
time to think ahead to what you may want to do in the future. 
Have you considered going into Higher Education (HE)? Research shows that having a degree 
improves your chance of getting a job and that over the long-term, you are likely to earn more money 
than people who don’t go. HE courses are ones which usually lead to a Level 5 or higher qualification. 
You can find out more about different qualification levels by looking at the separate “All About Qualifi-
cations” help sheet. For example, an A Level is Level 3, a Higher National Diploma is Level 5 and a 
degree is Level 6. If you are interested in taking an HE course at university or college, you will usually 
need to gain a Level 3 qualification first — like A Levels or a BTEC National.

If you have been out of study for some time and/or don't have the above 
qualifications, you may want to look at HE Access Courses offered at Further 
Education Colleges. Entry to Foundation degrees may also be possible for those having non-
typical qualifications & experiences. 
HE courses can be studied at universities, HE colleges or specialist institutions like art or agricultural 
colleges. Colleges of further education (FE) can offer degree courses as well, by working in partner-
ship with a local university.

HE courses can be studied full-time, part-time or through a distance-learning college like the Open 
University, where students work from home in their own time.

A person with a degree (the main type of HE qualification) is known as a graduate. 

Don’t let media reports about the cost of tuition fees and 
living costs put you off. Before deciding whether or not to apply, it’s best to check out 
the facts about fees, other costs, and student loans, so that you can make an informed decision.

Find out more by using this link to UCAS www.ucas.com/ and their "Getting Started" pages as well as 
The National Careers Service nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk


